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To Whom it May Concern:

We are pleased to write in support of Project Buildup, which we worked to
integrate into our middle school program this year. Our middle school leadership
team felt that Project Buildup aligned well with our school's commitment to
holistic education and provided a framework and concrete strategies for ensuring

that every student feels valued and connected to friends and community.

Rabbi Beren was wonderful to work with; he was incredibly available and
instructive and committed to working with us to adapt this program to an all-girls
school setting. He met with us countless times to explain the project’s approach
and train our middle school leadership team, oversaw a pilot implementation,
then met with our team for follow-up sessions to reshape and refine its processes.
We found him to be receptive to feedback and open to collaboration, and always

clear in his vision and bottom line.

Our teachers have seen significant impact from this endeavor. We worked as a
team to identify students who were struggling socially, and teachers made a
conscious effort to identify areas of strength, recognize them publicly, and seek
opportunities to provide genuine and ongoing positive reinforcement. In a short
amount of time, students enjoyed increased social integration and acceptance and

behaved with greater confidence.

We look forward to resuming a new round of Buildups at the start of next

semester.

Sincerely,
Rabbi Zev Katz and Mrs. Yael Cortell
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